
Looking back: The Aug. 2, 1974 issue of Lab News featured a patented new fast-shutter, large-aperture camera 
system invented by scientists at Sandia Laboratories. The system used empty beer cans as magnetically driven 
shutter closure devices. 
 

 
 
The article did not explain who drained the cans or where that took place, but both researchers looked pretty 
mellow in the accompanying photo. 
 


